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07/16/2022

To the Member Organizations of the San Diego County Wildlife Federation

SUBJECT: Cancellation of the October 1st National Hunting and Fishing Day Event

1.) On June 30, 2022, Governor Newson signed AB-2571 into law. This bill added language to the CA Business and Professions Code, specifically section 22949.80(a)(1) which makes it unlawful for any “Firearms Industry Member” to advertise, market, or arrange for placement of an advertising or marketing communication concerning and firearm-related product in a manner that is designed, intended, or reasonably appears to be attractive to minors. AB 2571 defines a minor as anyone under the age of 18 who resides in California § 22949.80(c)(7).
2.) AB-2571 further defined Firearms industry member in two ways:

a. A person, firm, corporation, company, partnership, society, joint stock company, or any entity or association engaged in the manufacture, distribution, importation, marketing, wholesale, or retail sale of firearms-related products.
b. A person, firm, corporation, company, partnership, society, joint stock company, or any other entity or association formed for the express purpose of promoting, encouraging, or advocating for the purchase, use, or ownership of firearms-related products that does one of the following:
i. Advertises Firearms related products.

ii. Advertises events where firearms-related products are sold or used.

iii. Endorses specific firearms related products.

iv. Sponsors or otherwise promotes events at which firearms-related products are sold and used.

3.) AB-2571 §22949.80( c ) (5) further defines firearms-related products as any firearm, ammunition, reloaded ammunition, a firearm precursor part, a firearm component or a firearm accessory that meets any of the following conditions:
a. The item is sold, made, or is distributed in CA.

b. The item is intended to be sold or distributed in California

c. It is reasonably foreseeable that the item would be sold or possessed in California.

d. Marketing or advertising for the item is directed to residents in California

4.) AB 2571 also bans a broad category or pure speech, including, but not limited to:

a. All (or nearly all) aspects of youth hunting and shooting magazines and the websites, social media, and other communications promoting those magazines,
b. Articles, cartoons (including political cartoons), and photographs promoting or depicting the use of firearms-related products by minors in magazines intended for a broader audience including adults,

c. Videos, cartoons, coloring books, posters, social media posts, and youth education campaigns by gun rights organizations and/or firearms trainers encouraging youth to take up lawful recreational or competitive shooting activities or teaching about firearms safety,

d. Branded merchandise, giveaways, or “swag” --- including, but not limited to, t-shirts, hats, other clothing, stickers, pins, buttons, toys, games, and stuffed animals---by a “firearms industry member” that promotes a “firearms industry member,” that promotes a “firearms industry member” including nonprofit Second Amendment organizations or contains pro-gun slogans and political messages.
e. Any communications made by a firearms industry member” in exchange for monetary compensation that encourages the recipient of the communications to exercise their Second Amendment right to purchase a firearm or other firearm related products generally, like coaching or speaking with youth about taking firearms training or getting involved with a youth shooting team,

f. Youth firearms and hunter safety course and youth shooting skills courses, as well as recommendations or endorsements by firearms trainers concerning the most appropriate firearms, ammunition, and accessories for young and beginner shooters; and
g. Signage, flyers, posters, discussions, branded merchandise and giveaways, and/or other communications generally depicting minors enjoying or otherwise encouraging minors to enjoy their Second Amendment right to possess and use lawful firearms for lawful purposes at youth recreational and competitive shooting events, as well as communications promoting such events,

h. Use of Daisy® BB Guns, like the famous Red Rider®, and the Daisy® inflatable BB gun range and similar products by gun-rights organizations at the event to introduce youth to firearms, usually for the first time, in a safe and controlled environment in order to encourage youth to take up the shooting sports and/or become youth members of the sponsoring organization, and
i. Communications soliciting funds for scholarships and grants for youth shooters and youth shooting teams.

5.) Any person or group who violates the examples above shall be liable for a civil penalty not to exceed $25,000 for each violation, which shall be assessed and recovered in a civil action brought in the name of the people of California by the Attorney General or district attorney, county counsel or city attorney in any court of competent jurisdiction.
6.) The San Diego County Wildlife Federation would fall under numerous categories of the code when it comes to the event since our goal was to attract families, we would be charging an entrance fee to attend, firearms would be present which may be attractive to minors to include the CRPA’s BB-gun range and other possible shooting booths. Other vendors would be offering Firearms and firearms related items. Our raffles would include many of the prohibited items listed in the law.
7.) The CRPA has filed a lawsuit against the CA Attorney General, but it will be sometime before the case goes to court. At this time and until the case has been adjudicated, I do not believe we should move forward with the event. The Federation does not have the financial buffer to cover even one violation of the Business and Professional Code.

8.) Therefore, the National Hunting and Fishing Day Event scheduled for October 1, 2022, is cancelled.
Regretfully,

Gary F. Brennan

President of the San Diego County Wildlife Federation

California Master Hunter Education Instructor

Member, California Hunting Conservation Coalition
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